
 
 
 
 
Dear Students and Parents,  
 
I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and express my excitement for the coming 
school semester when your child will be studying English I/English II with me at Wallace 
Rosehill High School.  I love English because it builds the foundation for skills that lead students 
to success in academics and because language is the key to unlocking the knowledge, wisdom, 
and beauty captured in the written word.  I believe that through the study of literature we can 
grow and develop in ways that enrich our lives. 
 
English is but the first of many required courses for graduation, is an integral part of your 
development as a student.  Many of the skills and topics we will discuss are designed to build 
good study habits and help your child become aware of, and thinking about the world around 
them.  It is my goal to push all of my students towards a happy and prosperous life after they 
leave my classroom. 
 
Please take some time to read through the Course Information and Syllabus, which is included 
with this letter.  If you have questions, concerns, or requests, please be sure to contact me 
directly by email, tdarden@duplinschools.net.  
 
Please feel free to email me anytime you have a question/concern about your child’s assignments 
or grades.  I am here to assist you and your child to get through this semester smoothly.  I am 
also available for conferences after school by appointment or during my planning period which is 
1st period this semester.  Communication and support are key components to success and 
achievement.  I need your help and support to create a positive and productive learning 
environment for all students. 
 
I look forward to working with you all in the year to come. 
 
Tanisha Darden  
English Teacher  
Wallace Rosehill High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
English I/English II 
Email tdarden@duplinschools.net 
Mrs. Tanisha Darden  
 
Course Description 
Students will build a solid foundation of knowledge, skills, and strategies that will be refined, 
applied, and extended as students engage in more complex ideas, texts, and tasks.  Students will 
be introduced to a variety of genres of classical and contemporary narratives and informational 
texts, while developing and enhancing, their grammar and writing skills.  In this course we will 
begin with novels, short stories, poetry selections, epics, and dramas through Canvas, an online 
English I/II Course to assist your child to self-pace.   
 
Learning Goals: 
By the end of this course students will: 

• Analyze, compare and evaluate various works of literature  
• Understand that effective authors of fiction, non-fiction and poetry carefully consider 

their stylistic choices as they pertain to purpose and audience  
• Participate in active discussions  
• Express themselves through creative and free writing  
• Apply the steps of the writing process as they write  
• Apply spelling, proofreading, grammatical and editing skills to their writing 
• Demonstrate knowledge of the design and structure of multiple-paragraph writing  
• Develop and apply the necessary research skills for academic success 
• Develop and apply oral and presentation skills  
• Develop and apply listening skills  
• Demonstrate their knowledge and understanding through regularly scheduled tests and 

quizzes  
• Develop a strong foundation of reading, listening, and studying skills to facilitate success 

in future courses 
 
Grading  
Classwork                    20%                                                    Do what’s right. 
Homework                   15%.                                                     Do your best. 
Quizzes                        25%                                   Treat others the way want to be treated.                       
Tests/Projects/Essays  40% 

 
 
            Ten Point Grading Scale 
            100-90         A 
            89-80           B 
            79-70           C 
            69-60           D 
            59-0             F 
 



Classroom Policies: When students return to school 
If you have questions or need help with anything, I will respond  between the hours of 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Monday-Friday through my email at tdarden@duplinschools.net.  

• Please turn in all Week 1 Packets, due August 24, 2020 and Week 2 Packets, due 
September 1, 2020 through google drive  via school email or take pictures of each 
completed page and email to me to at tarden@duplinschools.net.  On September 2, 
2020 we will begin Canvas. 

• Please be aware of all school and county policies described in the student handwork.  
These are not negotiable and will be followed.  Be certain that you are in compliance 
with the attendance/tardy policy, dress code, and personal electronics policies at all 
times, phones need to be turned in before the start of class.  When you enter the 
room turn phones on silent and place them in the pocket assigned to you.  If you are 
found to be in violation of any rule you will be subject to disciplinary action at the 
discretion of the teacher and school administration.     

• Come to class prepared to learn each day.  Successful students demonstrate skills 
indicative of responsible adults by continuously bringing required materials, completing 
assignments, participating in class discussions, respecting the rules of the teacher and the 
opinions of others.  We all have days where we do not feel great; please come to me 
ahead of time when you are not having a good day so we can make provisions for you.  

• Disruptive behavior and lack of respect for: the property of others (include school 
property), a faculty member, or most importantly, another student, will result in removal 
from the classroom and a disciplinary referral to the office. 

• Turn in assignments on time.  Late work will be penalized 10 points deduction for each 
day late.  After the third day, I will not accept it. 

• Date all assignments and write your first name, last name, period, and date on the top 
righthand corner of your assignment. Label all assignments at the top left-hand corner on 
the top line.   

• Homework is due in the back trays according to class period at the beginning of class; no 
exceptions! 

• If you miss school you are responsible for any assignments or assessments you missed.  If 
your absence is excused; homework and classwork will be accepted the next day and 
assessments must be completed within five school days.  This policy is the same for 
students who miss school for athletic events and academic field trips.  Make up work 
folders will be on the bulletin board by the day, please make sure you get the assignments 
for the day (s) missed.  Turn in makeup work the very next day or at the very least two 
days. 

• All final drafts of major assignments must be typed and adhere to the proper MLA 
format: Times New Romans, 12-point font, doubled spaced, title page, and work cited 
page. 

• Cheating and plagiarism on any assignments will result in a zero grade, a phone call 
home, and an office referral, for all students involved. 

• I will frequently check in with parents to give positive feedback and/or challenges you 
may have in the class.   

   
Thank you, Mrs. Darden  
 


